
DISCUSSION GUIDE 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

As we approach Christmas, who is someone you find yourself thinking 
about that has either passed away or you haven’t seen in a long time? 

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: John 11:17-37 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”27 “Yes, Lord,” she 
replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.”28 After she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for 
you.” 

29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus 
had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, 
comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they 
followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 
there.32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she 
fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.”33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” 
they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

• What does it mean to grieve? What are some examples of grief?

• What makes grieving so challenging?

• How does it make you feel knowing that Jesus also experienced grief?

• What are some ways the resurrection power of Jesus can change the
way you live?

• How can the resurrection power of Jesus lead you to be more selfless?

• How does the resurrection power of Jesus change the way we think
about our own death or the death of others?

Do Big 

• Who will you share this message of hope with before our next
meeting?

• How will you let the resurrection power of Jesus help you in your trials,
fears, and temptations?

Read John 11 

Background: 

Before calling Lazarus out from the 
grave, Jesus emphasizes his own 
identity as the Resurrection and the 
Life. In his statement, he reorients 
Martha's hope, not toward a future, 
powerful day of resurrection, but to a 
person of resurrection who is standing 
right there in her midst. In the 
end, when Lazarus is raised doesn't 
matter. Four days, four years, four 
hundred years, it simply doesn't 
matter. The fact that Jesus is the 
Resurrection is what matters. 

Key Thoughts 

Knowing Jesus as the Resurrection and 
Life leads to courage in life, hope in 
grief, and victory in death! 

Challenge 

Death and decay tend to control our 
thinking, at times in the holiday 
season. Take notice of any fear, 
anxiety, or grief you may have as we 
approach Christmas. How can the 
Resurrection give you hope in these 
areas? 

Weekly Memory Verse 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 26 and whoever lives 
by believing in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 

John 11: 25-26 
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